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XX. An abftraEl of a Difcourfe intitled y The 
hiftory of the emperor Tetricus, explained 
and illuftrated by medals; writ en in French 
by Mr. Claude Gros de Boze, keeper of the 
medals in the French Kings cabinet \ etc. and 
fentbyhim to Dr. Mead,/o be communicated 
to this Society. By John Ward, LL,D* 
Rhet. Prof. Grejh. and F.P. R. 8. 

Read April 5, A S the emperor Tetricus governed 
l 7Sh jT^ fome years in Gaul, his reign does 
in a manner make part of the hiftory of that country. 
But the accounts given of him by antient writers be- 
ing very confufed and imperfect, this learned and 
fkilful antiquary has attempted to rectify and clear 
them up from medals. ,And as to thofe of tfetricus 
himfelf, the gold ones, as he obferves, are in general 
exceeding fcarce ; and no medallion of this emperor 
in any metal was known, till very lately, when he 
procured one in gold for the French King's cabinet, 
a draught of which tranfmitted by him accompanies 
this paper (1). But tho Mr. de Boze profefles only 
to give the Hiftory of the emperor 'Tetricus ; yet fuch 
was the unfettled ftate of the Roman affairs at that 
time, as made it neeeflary for him to introduce it, by 
reciting a variety of incidents relating to other per- 
ions, which prepared the way for his advancement 
to that dignity. 

He 



(l) ffffTAB.II. Fig, 2. 
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He therefore begins his narrative with obferving, 
that the Gauls, after they hadubeen conquered by 
Julius Caejar, continued pretty quiet under the Ro- 
man government, till the time of Gallienus ; whofe 
reign was fo weak and fcandalous, as to render him 
the common objed both of hatred and contempt. 
Valerian, his father, had been created AuguJlu${om& 
years before his expedition againft the Perfians ; by 
whom he was defeated, made a prifoner, and treated 
with the utmoft indignity (i). This event, which 
happened in the year 260 of the vulgar aera (a) f 
aftonifhed the whole empire* And feveral nations, 
who were not concerned on either fide, then offered 
their affiftance to the Romans. Likewife divers princes 
in alliance vtiih Sapor or Sapores, the Perfian king, ad- 
yifed him to make a good ufe of his fuccefs, and fccuire 
to himfelf a folid and lading peace, by releafing his 
illuftrious captive ; but the haughty monarch would 
not hearken to any of thofe falutary counfels. 

Gallienus had the title of Auguflus before that un* 
happy expedition, and being now at liberty to in- 
dulge his exceffes without reftraint, heihewe4 no con- 
cern for the misfortune of his father • Infomuch, that 
upon the firft news of it, afFe&ing the air of a philo- 
fopher, he faid, Sciebam patrem tneum ejfe mortalem* 
And while a general greif fpread itfelf among perfons 
of all ranks, he alone, as the hiftorian expreflfcs it, 
Specie decor is> quod pater ejus virtutis Jiudio deceptus 

videretur 9 



(1* Trefoil. Pollhj in Valeriano. Eutrepius, Lib. ix* c. 6, Au~ 
ret Vi&or y in Epitome, cap. 35U 
(2) V, Rom, 1013. 
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videretur, fupra modum la ei at us eft (i). But altfio 
this pretended philofopher ufed no indeavours ti pro~ 
cure his father's releafe, he could not, as Mr. de 
Boze thinks, free himfelf fromfome remorfes of coft* 
fbience on that account $ and therefore occasioned a 
falfe report to be given out concerning his death, and 
divine honors to be confered on him, that he might 
be no longer tailed of (2). The Perfians in the mean 
while, attentive to what paffed at Rome, indeavoured 
to render Valerian daily a miferable fpedracle ; flript 
of his imperial orimments, loaded with chains, and 
expofed to that contempt^ that Sapor niade a foot- 
iiool of his neck, whenever he mounted his horfe (-3) ; 
in which deplorable ftate he continued the remainder 
of his life. 

As difdain and refentment often Succeed murmurs, 
the barbarous nations eafily threw off the yoke, 
which fear had impofed on them \ the moft fubmif- 
five provinces thought it a difgrace to obey Gallienus 
any loqger ; and the armies in moft of the Roman 
territories chofe themfelves emperors, many of whom 
thro emulation foon deftroyed one another. TreM- 
lius Pollio has given a fhort hiftory of them in a con- 
tinued feries ; whom for the fake of a round number 
he calls the Thirty tyrants, as not having been ac- 
knowledged by the fenate* 

The Gauls were in hopes, either not to have im- 
barked in this general confpiracy, or however to have 

been 



(1) Trebelh Polifo, Gallicni duo. 
{%) Ibidem. 

(3) Lafiant. De morte perfecut. cap. I. Aurel Vift9r> Epi- 
tome, c. 32* P. Orofmsy Lib. vii. c. 22* 
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fceen the laft in it, Poftumus ( i ) had governed then* 
almoft three years by the -appointment of Valerian * y 
who writing to them in his favour, among other en- 
comiums there given him, ufes this expreffion, Virum, 
quern egoprae caeterisftupeo (2), He had before been 
governor to his ion Gallienus, and prefered to Aure* 
lian, who was afterwards emperor, on account of hrs 
mild and gentle difpofition; as Valerian himfelf iriti* 
mates in a letter to Antoninus Gallus the conful, wherfc 
fpeaking of Aurelian lie fais, that he was fearful, Nt 
quid etiam erga filium feverius y fi quid etiam ille fe- 
cijfet (ut eft naturafronus ad ludkrd) faevius^ cogi- 
taret (3). 

Gallienus was in Gaul, when he heard of the mi£ 
fortune, which had befallea his father ; but departed 
foon after, leaving behind him Saloninus his elder 
fon, whom he created Caefar% and placed with hhri 
a tribune, by Zojimus called Silvanus (4,), but Zona- 
ras calls him Albanus ( 5 ) . This officer being jealous 
of Poftumus y made it his bufinefs to difguft him, break 
his meafures, and render him fufpe&ed. Thus when 
Poftumus, after an obftkate ingagement, had intirely 
defeated feveral detachments of the Bru&eri and Cba- 
mavi y people of Germany y who had paffed the Rhine, 
and plundered the neighbouring country, he gave the 
fpoil to his foldiers. But Silvanus wrote him a fevere 
letter, and in the name of Saloninus ordered him to 

deliver 



(1) M. Cassivs Latibnvs Postymvs. 
(1) Tret. PoIUoy in Poftumo. 

(3) Flav.FopifcuSyinAuiditnQ.. 

(4) Lib. 1. 

(5) Tom. 1. pag, 632.. 
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deliver up the whole booty, thedifpofal of which 
was claimed by the prince. The army upon hearing 
of this order affembled in a tumultuous manner^ de- 
clared both Gallienus and his fon unworthy of the 
empire, tore off their images from the military en* 
figns, and obliged Pojlumus to affume the purple for 
the fecurky of his own life (i). After this they 
marched immediately to Cokgn, where Saloninus and 
Sihanus then refidedj and compelling the inhabi- 
tants to give them up, they maflacred them both* 

Gallienus, more concerned for the lofs of his fon 
than his father's imprifonment, fent no forces againft 
the Perfians 5 but ordered his beft troops to march 
into Gaul, with a fhew of determined vengeance. 
Pojlumus oppofed them for three whole years, at the 
end of which he was quite exhaufted, and obliged to 
defend his laft town himfelf ; when Gallienus, who 
was defirous of the honour of conquering him in per- 
fon, approaching too near the wall, was wounded in the 
ihoulder with an arrow 3 which caufed him to raife 
the fcige, and return to Rome, without thinking any 
more either of Pojlumus or the Gauls. Who being 
thus freed from the danger which threatened them, 
juftice, plenty, and the love of arts, flourished among 
them under the government of Pojlumus $ to whofe 
honor divers monuments were erected, reprefenting 
as their tutelar deities, the godefs Pax, but princi- 
pally Hercules. And feveral of his medals are yet 
extant, with the title, Restitvtor Galliarvm (2). 

But 



(1) Zonaras, ubi fupra. Treh. Pollio, in Poftumo. 
■(a) Cabinet du Roy. 
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But this felicity did not long continue ; for the Ger- 
mans and their confederates, whom he had defeated 
near Cologn, inftigated by Lollianus (or rather L. 
Aelianus) who had been raifed to oppofe him, made 
a new eruption on the fide of Mayence ; where he 
again defeated them, drove them into the town, and 
fo ftraitened them, that they offered to Surrender, 
Pojlumus gave his eonfent, but the army would not; 
and rather than lofe the plunder of a fingle town, 
facrificed their general, whom they had themfelves 
advanced to the imperial dignity. 

Mr. de Boze places the death of Poflumus in the 
fpring of the year 267, being the feventh of his reign, 
and about the Seventieth of his age. And his fon of 
the fame name, who is fometimes joined with him 
upon medals, appears to have lived near forty years. 
Valerian had given him the government of the Fo- 
contiij a people in Dauphiny y at the fame time that 
he fent his father to command in Belgic Gaul. And 
he was fo confiderable an orator, that fome have 
afcribed to him the nineteen Declamations, which 
others affign to f^uintilian, the grandfather of him, 
whofe excellent treatife intitled, Injtitutiones Oratoriae, 
are yet preferved, and to which thofe Declamations 
are ufually fubjoined (1). Trebellius Pollio fais, that 
both the Poflumi were killed in the fedition at May- 
ence. But Mr. de Boze doubts the truth of this, and 
thinks the credit of fo inaccurate a hiftorian, who 
miftakes even in their name, which he always writes 

R Pofthumius^ 



(i)Treb. Pollio^ in Poftumo juniorc. Bercbii Adverf. Lib. tyuu 
c. 14. Vojf. Inftit. Orat. Lib. 1. c. xi. 
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Pqfthumius, not fufficient to fupport It. He rather 
thinks therefore, that the fon died fome years before 
his father, and probably during the war, in which 
they were jointly ingaged againft Gallienus. For it 
was immediately after this war, that his father took 
ViSlorinus (i) as a partner with himfelf in the em- 
pire $ which, had his fon been living, could neither 
have been for his intereft, nor fuitable to natural 
affe&ion, Befides, tho Vi0orinus had then diftin- 
guifhed himfelf for his valour, he muft have been 
younger than the fon of Po/iumus ; finee his mother 
FiSlorina, or Vidtoria t was yet in the vigour of her 
age, and one of thofe who oppofed Gallienus. And 
tho fhe could not poffefs the empire herfelf, fuch 
was her ambition, that fhe affumed the titles of 
Augufta and Mater cafirorum {%). 

Her fon ViBorinm % who expe<5ted to fucceed to 
the government ofPoJlumus t finding his army joined 
to the faction of Aelianus^ and that he was pro- 
claimed emperor, had no fmall difficulty to fupport 
himfelf among the other part of the GauU % who by 
this means were divided. But this did not remain 
long 5 for Aelianus having undertaken to repair the 
forts, which Poftumm built along the Rhine to pre- 
vent the paflage of the barbarians over it ; and they 

had 



(i) M. AVRELIVS PlAVVONIVS VlCTORINVS. 

(a) The title Augufta was ufually given to the mothers and 
wives of the emperors ; and Trajan confered it likewife on Marcu 
ana his fitter, and his neice Matidia. The other title, Mater ca- 
jlrorum % took its rife from the repeated acclamations of the armies; 
and had been given to Fauftina the wife of M. Aureliusj and Julia 
Domna the wife of Septimim Severus, with forae others* 
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had ittdearoured to demoliflx, after they heatd of 
hfe death $ he imployed all his forces in that work, 
who difpteafed with the labour revolted and flew 
Mm ( i ). His death reftored to ViSiorinus^ wftat he 
had low by that of Poftumus, ibr he was acknow- 
ledged by all the Gauls. But he was foon after taken 
off by a private confpiracy, for an intrigue with the 
wife of a notary or clerk ( £ ) . His jton aUo was killed 
with him, whom he had created Caefar^ tho but an 
infent (3J. 

The army foon fixed on a fucceflbr^ and imagining 
fhey tfiould find better treatment from an inf6rior 
officer, wilh whom they had been more familiar, 
thofe one Marius, an armorer by trade, who had 
raifed himfelf among thfcm, and was greatly admired 
for his intrepidity and bodily ftrength, qualities of 
the! higheft effeem with the vulgar* But Marius, 
thus advanced to the imperial dignity, immediately 
behaved with that cruelty and infolence, that one of 
fife old freinds, traihed up in his bufinefs, and after- 
wards his companion m the army, refenting his arro- 
gant behaviour towards him after his advancement, 
ftabbed him privately, with this opprobrious infult : 
Mic eftgladitiS) quern ipfefecifti (4). His government 
was very fhort $ Aurelius Vimr {f ) and £utr"optus (<J) 
make it no longer than two days, but Trebellius 

R 2 Pcllh 



(1) TfehPollie, iWLolliano. 

(2) AureU Vi£t&r % De Caefar. c. 33* 

(3) Treb. PoHio, in Victorino. 

(4) Idem, in Mario. 

(5) De Caeftr. c. 33, 

(6) Lib. ix. c. 7. 

% 
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Pollio fais three (i). Tho Mr. de Boze juftly ob~ 
'fbrtts; that neither of thefe accounts agrees with the 
number and variety of his medals, which feem to re- 
quire riiore months ; for they equal thofe of his pre- 
deceffor ViSlorinus, who reigned three years, from 
the time of his being an aflociate with Pojiztmus iri 
the empire. Befides, fortie df his medals appear to 
have been #ruck on the account of vi&ories gained 
by his lieutenants in that part of Britain, which was 
fubjed to the emperors of Gaul-, the truth of which 
victories i§ confirmed by other monuments and in- 
fcrlptions found ill that country (2), which feems 
no ways confident with fo fhort a reign. From 
whence he thinks it rfeafonable to allow him four or 
five months, to be reckoned from September or Oc- 
tober 267, to the end of January or February 268. 

His fucceffor Titricus (3), the principal fubjecSt 
of this difcourfe, was a fenator, had difcharged the 
office of conful, fucceffively governed almoft alt the 
Gallic provinces, and was then prefect of both the 
Aquitaim (4). He was related to ViSlorina, who 
caufed him to be declared emperor in his abfence, 
and the title of Caefar to be given to his fon. And 
being folemnly invefted with the imperial dignity 4t 
Bordeaux^ he was acknowledged, as Pqftumus had 
been before him, by all the Gauls, as likewife part 
of Spain and Britain. The time of his advance- 
ment 



(1) In Mario. 

(2) GuL Malmesburienjh, De rebus geftis Reg. AngL Lib,. 11* 
Camden. Britannia, p. 641. edit. 1607; 

(3) PVB. PlVESVS TETRICVS. 

(4) Treb. Pollio, in Tetrico feniore. 
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ment to the empire Mr. de Boze places between the 
end of January and part of March, in the year 268 
( 1 ), agreably to the time he had affigned for the reign 
of Marius. For he obferves, that all hiftorians agree, 
that Gallienus was yet living, when Tetricus was de- 
clared emperor among the Gauls ; and doubts only, 
whether he had heard the news, when he was killed 
before Milan, where Aureolus was befeiged by him. 
His death therefore muft have happened about the 
eighteenth or twentieth of March at furtheft that 
year. For his army having in the feild elected CAz«- 
dius the fecond, afterwards furnamed Gothicus y of 
which he fent an account to the fenate* the letters 
arrived at Rome on the twenty-fourth $ and the fenate 
being convened the fame day in the temple o£Apollo>> 
among other acclamations thefe following were feve- 
ral times repeated : Claudi Augufte % tu nos ab Aure- 
olo vindica. Claudi Augufte> tu nos a Palmy renis vin- 
dica. Claudi Augujle, tu nos a Zenobia et a FiSioria 
libera. Claudi Augujle> 'Tetricus nihil fuit r or nihil 
jit } ox nihil fecit (2), as the words are read in dif- 
ferent manufcripts. From hence therefore he infers, 
that Tetricus muft at that time actually have held 
fomewhatj which could be nothing elfe but the em- 
pire of the Gauls . 

The reign oi : Claudius was not long enough to an- 
swer all the hopes, which had been conceived of it. He 
marched immediately againft Aureolus y and defeated 
him. After this he purpofed to turn hia arms againft 

Zenobia, 



(1) V, Rom. 1021. 

(2) Treb. Polity in Divo Claudto, 



[ *34. j 

Zenobia y queen of Palmyra ; but a deluge of Goth 
having.on a fudden overfpread HIyrium> Thrace, and 
Macedonia, he determined to repel them. And be- 
ing obliged to take all his forces with him in that 
expedition* he not only forbore hknfelf tp difturb 
Tetricus in his poffeffion of the Gauls - 9 but likewife, 
as Mr. de Boze very probably conjeftures, gave orders, 
that nothing might be done in his abfence to inter- 
rupt the peace, they had injoyed fince the ffetreat of 
GalUenus. This real, or at leaft feigned freindfhip, 
between thefe two emperors feems to be intimated 
by medals, ftruck with the head of each of (hem on 
the oppofite fides (i). And the like, as he very in- 
genioufly remarks, may be gathered from a paffagfe 
of Eumenius, in his Panegyric upon the emperor Can- 
jlantine y where addreffing to mm in behalf of the 
Aedui he fais : Divum Ctaudium y parentm tuum % ad 
recuperandas Gallias primi jblicita'Verunt -, expe- 
Bantesque ejus auxilium feptem menfibus claufi> et 
omnia inopiae miferanda perpeffi^ tutn demum irrum- 
pendas rebellibus Gallicanis porta* reliquerunt^ aim 
feffi obfervare mn pojfent (2). Thefe Aedui^ \»fcd 
applied to Claudius for his afliftance, oppoled at that 
time the government of Tetricus $ whofe medals give 
us a more noble idea of him, from the ufe he made 
of his viiftories. For in fome of thefe he is repre- 
fented not as a warrier, but in a ftate of pace and 
plenty, with the legend Salvs Avgvstorvm, 
intimating that moderation in fuccefs is the true 

grandeur 



(1) Jnjel. Bandur. Numifm. imper. Tom. 1. p. 403 . 
(a) Edit, ad ufum Delphin. pag, 222. 
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grandeur and fafety of princes. And in others are 
fcen the figures of feveral temples erected by him, 
fome of them in a circular form like the Pantheon* 
with the legend Paci. 

And to thefe happy times Mr. de Boze refers the 
curious gold medallion mentioned above, which re- 
prefents Tetricus as crowned with laurel, and dreffed 
in the toga palmata, or confular robe, which was alfo 
worn in triumphs. In his right hand he holds an 
olive branch, and a fcepter with the Roman eagle 
on the top in his left, and round his image is this 
inscription, Imperator Tetricvs Avgvstvs, 
But the reverfe, if it has one f muft remain unknown; 
lince the medal is fo. fixed in the gold box, which 
contains it, that they cannot be feparated without in- 
daggering both. And the radiated circle of gold, 
with which it is incompafled, is defigned only to 
adorn and inlarge it. 

He therefore proceeds with the hiftory, and fur* 
ther observes, that Claudius gained a moft fignal vi- 
£bory o?er the Gaffo, in which three hundred and 
twenty thoufand of them wea*e (lain, and two thou* 
faad tranfport veflfete taken. But as this w&ory had 
been greatly facilitated by a peftilence, which fpread 
thro the enemies army, it feized likewife the Rod- 
man forces 5 and Claudius himfelf died of it at Sir- 
tnium in Pannonia, in the third year of his rdgn, 
and fifty^fixth of his age (*)■. 

His 



(i) Zaftmus, Lib. i. Dexippus, De legationibus. Porphyrin, in 
Vit. Plotini, BafxL 1591. 
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His brother <%uintillus y who had been left with 
fame forces in Itafy i was proclaimed emperor there, 
and acknowledged by the fenate. But being informed, 
that the victorious arrtiy had elected Aurelian^ and 
perceiving that his own forces were inclined to aban- 
don him, he chofe to free himfelf from thole un- 
happy circumftances by a voluntary death ( i ). 

Aurelian was not forgetful of the war, which his 
predeceflbr Claudius had defigned againft Zenobia, 
whole power daily grew more formidable, as fhe 
had then got pofleffion of Aegypt. However the dif- 
ficulty of the enterprize, and the great preparations 
neceffary for undertaking it, occasioned him to de- 
fer it near two years. But the vigorous manner, in 
which it was afterwards carried on by him, and the 
great fuccefs that attended it, are too well known to 
need a recital here* In the mean wliile Tetr?cus y 
who remained unmolefled, was conftantly imployed 
in ftudying the welfare and prolperity of the Gauls. 
And as both the iituation, and natural fertility, of 
the country are very well fuited to promote com- 
merce; thofe advantages were greatly improved by 
him, as well by repairing the roads, as making new 
ones, the overfight of which works was committed to 
his fon j fome proofs whereof yet appear from in- 
fcriptions on the milliary pillars, eredted to mark 
out the diftance of the ways (i). The legends alfo 
upon fome of their coins, ftruck in honor of Tetricus, 

plainly 



(i) ZoftmuS) Lib. i, Zonaras, Anna], Tom. I. p. 636. 
(2) One of thcfe infcriptions is yet preferved at Rouen ^ in the 
Jboufe of Mr, Bigot. 
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plainly exprefs the happinefs, which the Gauls in- 
joyed under his aufpicious government; fuch as 
Vbertas, Laetitia, Felicitas pvblica, and 
the like (1). 

Vicforina did not long furvive the advancement of 
Tetricus to the empire of the Gauls ; but whether 
£he died a natural death, or was killed, hiftorians have 
left quite uncertain (2). However, the arts of in- 
triguing and caballing, which fhe had carried to the 
greateft hight in Gaul, did not die with her $ but 
gave Tetricus a continual uneafinefs, either to detect 
or fupprefs them. And therefore upon the return of 
Aurelian from the conqueft of Zenobia^ whom with 
her two fons he fent to Rome in great pomp 5 when 
Tetricus could no longer bear with the infolence of 
his own foldiers, he wrote a letter to him, in which 
he ufed this expreffion : Eripe me his> inviSle, ma- 
lis (3). And afterwards upon the arrival of Aurelian 
near Chalons in Campania^ drawing out his forces, 
as if he defigned an ingagement, he furrendered to 
him both himfelf and his whole army. By this 
means Aurelian being then, as the hiftorian exprefles 
it, princeps tottUs orbis (4), celebrated a moft fplen- 
did triumph at Rome; in which not only Zenobia 
with her two fons, but likewife Tetricus and his fon, 
were expofed to public view among the other cap- 
tives, to denote the fubje&ion both of the eaftern and 
weftern empire. 

Some 



( 1) Cabinet du Roy. 

(2) Treb. Pollio* in Vi£torina, 

(3) Ueniy in Tctrico feniore. Eutropius, Lib. l£. c. 19* 

(4) Flav. VopifcM) in Aureliano. 

S 
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Sonic authors blame Aurelian for treating Tetrkm 
in fo indecent a manner -, which however he is fup- 
pofed to have done with a view to humble the fenate* 
againft whom he was greatly prejudiced ; and there* 
fore chofe thus to fhow himfelf (as he was ufually 
called by the populace) fenatorum paedagogum (i). 
For Trebellius Pollio informs us, that he afterwards 
treated Tetricus with the higheft honor, often cal- 
ling him collegue, fometimes fellow foldier, and at 
other times giving him the title of emperor (2). His 
eftate alfo was reftored to him, and his houfe, which 
had been demolifhed, was rebuilt on mount Coelius, 
changed into a palace, and dedicated with folemni- 
ties like a temple. Aurelian was himfelf invited to 
this ceremony, and having entered the grand hall, 
was furprifed to fee himfelf reprefented there, as de- 
livering to Tetricus and his fon the Senators robe with 
other marks of dignity, and receiving from them & 
civic crown and fcepter ( j). Cajhubon finding that 
one of his manufcripts had not the wov&fceptrum in? 
this paflage of Trebellius Po/fio, and not perceiving 
any reafon for its, being mentioned, propofes in hi& 
comment the omiffion of it. But Mr. de Boz? very 
juftly obferves,. that the gold medallion of Tetricus h 
the moft certain commentary upon the place ; where 
the fcepter reprefents that of the Gallic empire r 
which compleated the glory and happioefs of Aure- 
lian. 

Wherefore 



(1) Flav, Vopifc. in Aureliano. 

(2) Trek Pollio , in Tetrico feniore. 

(3) Idem, in Tetric© jtmiore. 
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Wherefore as he now thought himfelf in a con- 
dition to avenge the outrages, committed by the Per- 
fians under Sapor upon the Roman empire, he en- 
tered upon that expedition ; leaving the government 
of the greateft pait of Italy to the care of Tetricus, 
%vith this complaifant expreffion: Subiimius haben- 
dum regere aliquafn It alt a e partem, quum trans Alp es 
rtgnare (i). But Aurelian had marched no far- 
ther than Caenopbrurium (a ftation in Thrace be- 
tween Heraclea and Byzantium) when he was killed 
by the treachery of his fecretary, by fome called 
Mneftheus (2), and by others Eros ($). Who from 
a fear of punifhment, for fome mifdemeanours com- 
mitted by him, had drawn up a lift, containing the 
names of many petfons, fome of whom had incurred 
the emperor's difpleafure, and others not ; among 
which names, to prevent fufpicion, he had inferted his 
own. This lift, which appeared as writen with the 
emperor's own hand, he fhewed to the feveral per- 
fons named in it; adding withal, that Jure lian> whofe 
temper Was implacable, had determined to take them 
all off, if they did not prevent it in time. The fcheme 
took effed, and Aurelian was aflaffinated in his march. 
But this treachery was not long concealed ; and the 
army to avoid a frqfti miftake refered the choice of a 
new emperor to the fehate, who returned them the 
compliment ; alftd after feveral reciprocal meffages of 
that fort, which occaifioned an interregnum of feven 

or 



( i ) Aurel Vi£ior 9 in Epitome. Treb. Pollio, in Tetrico feniore. 
EutropiuS) Lib. ix. c. Cf. 

(2) Flav. VopifcuS) in Aurel iano. 

(3) Zojimusy Lib. 1. 

£> 2 
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or eight months, the fenate ele&ed Tacitus (i), one 
of their own body, and who was at that tSmzprinceps 
fenatus. 

No hiftorian has fettled the time, when Tetricus 
died. For Zofimus only tells us, either from vulgar 
reports, or miftaken memoirs, that he was put to 
death by Aurdian among other rebels in Gaul (2). 
All the reft agree in faying, or fuggefting at leaft, that 
he furvived his refignation of that empire 5 which 
however could not be more than about eighteen 
months, or two years at the fartheft, if he died be- 
fore Aurelian* But that does not fuit with the medals 
of Tetricus. For fome of thefe have his head on one 
fide, with a radiated crown; and on the other an 
eagle, funeral pile, or flaming altar ; with the legend 
Consecr atio, the ufual emblem of deification. And 
as it can fcarce be thought, that a prince of Au're- 
lian's martial difpofition would permit divine honors 
to be confered on one, whom he had himfelf led in 
triumph to mortify the fenate 5 it is more natural to 
fuppofej that it muft have been done by Tacitus, who 
was raifed to the empire by the fenate, thought it his 
honor to govern by their counfels, and had nothing 
more at heart, than to repair the injuries they had fuf- 
fered by his predeceffors. And this opinion feems fur- 
ther confirmed by confidering, that the fucceflbrs of 
Tacitus had a military turn, and copied after Aurelian 
both in their fentiments and a&ions,. As Tacitus there- 
fore reigned but about feven months, from September 

*7? 



(1) Marcvs Clavdivs Tacitvs. 

(2) Lib. 1. 
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27 f to fome part of March 17 6 y Mr. de Boze places 
the death oi'Tetricm^ and his confecration confequeat 
upon it, within that time, as what appears to him 
the moffc probable. And with that event he con- 
cludes his elaborate and curious difcourfe. 

G.C. March 2i, J.Ward. 



XXL An Account of a Treatife^ prefented to 
the Royal Society, intitled. Flora Sibirica, 
iive hiftoria plantarum Sibiriae tomus fe~ 
cundus, extra&ed and tranjlated from the 
Latin ofProjeffor Gmelin, by W. Watfon, 
F.RS. 

Read April 1 2, rnrn HIS volume of the Flora Sibirica y 
17 s * 4 X now un der confideration, contains 
two hundred and forty pages in quarto, exclufive of 
the preface, and ninety- eight copper plates very cu- 
rioufly engraved. It was printed at Peterfburg in the 
year 1745). 

An account of the firft volume of this valuable 
work was communicated to the Society by my learned 
and ingenious friend Dr. John Fothergill *, and has 
been publifhed in the Pbitofophtcal'Tranfaglions : from 
its title, we are only promifed an account of the plants 
of Sibiria * but Dr. John George Gmelin, its author 

at 



* Sec Phil. Traxf. Vol. XLV, pag. 248. 



